
A historic drought has affected the East and Horn of Africa since the 
end of 2020, with a fifth consecutive failed season now confirmed 
during the October to December 2022 rainy season. Yet another 
failed rainy season is forecast for March to May 2023. More than 
36 million people are affected by the drought in the region and 4.5 
million in Kenya. IOM’s DTM-Mobility Tracking and Multi-Sectoral 
Location Assessment has recorded, more than 400,000 people in 
Kenya have been forced to leave their homes in search of life-saving 
assistance,  and  estimates one million pastoral drop-outs due to 
drought. A large-scale displacement across the Kenya-Somalia and 
Kenya-Ethiopia borders, with 24,000 people arriving from Somalia 
to Kenya (Dadaab Refugee Camp) since the end of September 2022.  
Measles and cholera outbreaks have been confirmed across the 
region. It is estimated that currently, only one third of the people 
targeted in the region have been reached by health and WASH 
sectors’ humanitarian assistance, and only about half with shelter 
support. 

IOM Kenya, as an active member of the Kenya Humanitarian 
Partners Team (KHPT), has been working closely with various key 
humanitarian sectors to contribute to alleviating the deteriorating 
condition of the drought affected communities in Kenya. Urgent and 
sustained funding is required to allow IOM to maintain and further 
scale up its life-saving humanitarian response to address the most 
urgent needs of drought-affected populations in arid and semi-arid 
land (ASAL) counties of Kenya.

Strengthen access to the primary health care service to the 
mobile and drought-affected communities.

IOM will provide humanitarian assistance by enhancing the capacity 
of stakeholders on identification, assistance and protection of Victim 
of Trafficking (VoT), improve accessibility of protection services 
among VoTs and migrants at risk & communities affected by drought. 
IOM will also enhance the private sector linkages and protection 
networks to enhance resilience of most vulnerable groups. 

Provide emergency and transitional shelters and NFIs to 
pastoralists (absentees and drop-outs) who are displaced 
due to drought and resource-based conflicts both drought 
affected displaced migrants and host communities in Kakuma 
and Dadaab.

DTM-Mobility Tracking and Multi-Sectoral Location 
Assessment (MSLA) deployment to assess the mobility 
dynamics and most urgent multi-sectoral needs of the drought 
affected mobile population in ASAL counties.

Provision of basic WASH facilities, repair and installation 
of water boreholes, hygiene and sanitation sensitization, 
provision of hygiene and dignity kits, and WASH NFIs including 
support to new influx of drought affected migrants and host 
communities in Dadaab and Kakuma.

Provide MPCA to most vulnerable individuals to meet their 
urgent basic needs (food, health and hygiene needs) and whose 
livelihood opportunities are severely affected by drought.
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